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Will our democracy be defined by dominance? Or by the higher values we constantly espouse? This

is the central question facing us in the wake of 9/11, and Stephen Zunes shows the prospects are

not promising.
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Even though this book is emotionally painful to read, I feel it is a must-read book for all Americans

who want to understand what our government has been doing -- and continues to do -- in the Middle

East (and other parts of the world) in our name and with our tax dollars.It is a clear, concise,

well-documented (30 pages of endnotes) and convincing exposition of U.S. foreign policy,

particularly vis-a-vis the Middle East. It is not a difficult read at all. I think anyone of third-year high

school (and certainly college) age or older would do fine with this book. You don't need a whole lot

of background knowledge on the subject in order to understand what Zunes writes.If you want to

know "why they hate us" (although Zunes points out that most people abroad don't hate Americans

per se; they hate the policies of our government), this is the book to read. I highly recommend it.

Tinderbox is the first book I know of that successfully integrates all aspects of today's Middle East

problems: U.S. foreign policy, Iraq, Israel-Palestine, and Islamic terrorism. And Stephen Zunes does

the job superbly. His new book is at the same time a readable journalistic effort--a page turner--as



well as a scholarly political science and history work. This is combined journalism, political science,

and history writing at its best. This is truly a landmark book on US-Middle East relations. An

important feature of this book is that most of its chapters are self-contained in the sense that they

can be profitably read separately, like a handbook, without reading the whole book. For example,

you can go to the chapter on The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict and get an excellent 65-page

up-to-date analysis of that subject.

The news and history as read in detail and at a distance from mainstream, from someone who

follows the news carefully and meticulously.What is the character of the world's only superpower?

How does it relate to others? How does its actions influence behavior of other nations in the Middle

East? How is it viewed by the United Nations' members?A perspective to bring light on these

traumatic and dangerous times. Should be required reading for any college history student and

anyone wishing to understand the trends in the news.

Tinderbox: U.S. Middle East Policy And The Roots Of Terrorism by Stephen Zunes (Associate

Professor of Politics and Chair of the Peace & Justice Studies Program, University of San

Francisco) is a informed and informative explanation and analysis of current U.S. policies in the

Middle East, with a particular emphasis on their political shortcomings with respect to the rise of

international terrorism and American national security. Specifically addressed is the critical question

of whether or not American political policies with respect to the Middle Eastern nations have

diminished or engendered terrorism? With an especial eye upon the September 11 attacks and their

root causes, Tinderbox is a sharply worded, insightful, articulate analysis of politics and its deadly

outcomes which is a welcome contribution to the national dialogue regarding the current "war on

terrorism".
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